
Curriculum Map  Subject Geography 

  Year 10 and 11 

Aligned to the Geography Learning Journey and the AQA GCSE Geography specification – Year 10: Natural Hazards, Living World, Physical Landscapes of the UK, Urban Issues and Challenges, The Changing 
Economic World, Resource Management (Water), Geographical Skills, Fieldwork. 

Unit Summary Skills Assessment British Values and SMSC Career links Cross-curricular links 

Natural Hazards 
  [Case Studies: Nepal 
Earthquake 2015, 
Japan Tsunami 2011, 
Mount Pinatubo 
1991, Typhoon 
Haiyan, UK Climate 
Change Impacts] 

AQA Paper 1, Section A. 
Students study the causes, 
effects and responses to 
tectonic hazards, using the 
2015 Nepal earthquake, the 
2011 Japan earthquake and 
tsunami, and the 1991 
eruption of Mount Pinatubo. 
The unit then examines 
weather hazards through 
Typhoon Haiyan, before 
exploring the causes and 
impacts of climate change, 
including on the UK. 

• Comparing hazards 
across different 
levels of 
development 

• Analysing primary 
and secondary 
effects 

• Evaluating 
immediate and 
long-term responses 

• Interpreting hazard 
monitoring and 
prediction data 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law in relation to 
building codes and early 
warning systems; 
international aid and 
cooperation; community 
resilience. 

• Seismologist 

• Volcanologist 

• Disaster relief 
coordinator 

• Meteorologist 

• Science: tectonics and 
weather systems 

• Maths: magnitude 
scales and data 

• Citizenship: 
international aid 

Living World 
  [Case Studies: 
Malaysia (Tropical 
Rainforest), Sahel 
(Desertification), Thar 
Desert] 

AQA Paper 1, Section B. 
Students study the 
characteristics of ecosystems 
before examining tropical 
rainforests, including the 
causes and impacts of 
deforestation in Malaysia. The 
unit then explores hot desert 
environments, the causes of 
desertification in the Sahel, 
and the challenges and 
opportunities of developing 
the Thar Desert. 

• Interpreting 
nutrient cycle 
diagrams 

• Climate graph 
analysis 

• Evaluating 
sustainable 
management 
strategies 

• Comparing 
development 
opportunities and 
challenges 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Conservation and rule of law 
in relation to protection and 
fair use of natural resources; 
respect for indigenous and 
local communities. 

• Conservationist 
• Forestry worker 

• Agricultural 
engineer 

• Science: biomes and 
nutrient cycles 

• Citizenship: 
sustainability 

Physical Landscapes 
of the UK 
  [Case Studies: 
Worthing Coast, River 
Adur] 

AQA Paper 1, Section C. 
Students study coastal 
processes and landforms, and 
the management strategies 
used along the Worthing coast, 
before examining river 
processes, landforms and flood 

• Fieldwork data 
collection and 
annotation 

• Drawing and 
interpreting cross-
sections 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Local government decision-
making and planning; 
community responsibility 
for local environments. 

• Coastal engineer 
• Hydrologist 

• Town planner 

• Science: rock types and 
the water cycle 

• Maths: measuring and 
interpreting data 
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management along the River 
Adur. 

• Evaluating 
management 
strategies 

• OS map reading 

Urban Issues and 
Challenges 
  [Case Studies: 
London (UK), Lagos 
(NEE)] 

AQA Paper 2, Section A. 
Students study the causes of 
urban growth, and the 
challenges and opportunities 
created by urban change, 
comparing London in the UK 
with Lagos as a rapidly growing 
city in a newly emerging 
economy. 

• Land use mapping 
• Comparing urban 

models 

• Evaluating urban 
planning strategies 

• Comparing places at 
different levels of 
development 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law and local 
government in urban 
planning; consideration of 
the rights and living 
conditions of residents in 
informal settlements. 

• Urban planner 
• Housing officer 

• NGO worker 

• Citizenship: inequality 
and rights 

• History: colonial legacy 

• Business Studies: 
urban economies 

The Changing 
Economic World 
  [Case Studies: UK, 
Nigeria] 

AQA Paper 2, Section B. 
Students study how and why 
the global development gap 
exists, and strategies used to 
reduce it, comparing economic 
change in the UK with Nigeria 
as a newly emerging economy. 

• Interpreting 
development 
indicators (HDI, GNI) 

• Analysing economic 
data 

• Evaluating 
strategies to reduce 
the development 
gap 

• Comparing places at 
different levels of 
development 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Individual liberty and human 
rights in relation to global 
inequality; rule of law in 
relation to trade 
agreements. 

• Economist 

• Trade policy 
analyst 

• International aid 
worker 

• Business Studies: 
economics and trade 

• Maths: statistics 
• Citizenship: global 

inequality 

Resource 
Management: Water 
  [Case Study: Water 
supply and 
management] 

AQA Paper 2, Section C. 
Students study global patterns 
of water supply and demand, 
the causes of water insecurity, 
and strategies used to increase 
supply and manage demand 
sustainably, with a focus on 
the UK's water resources and a 
large-scale water transfer or 
management scheme. 

• Interpreting water 
supply and demand 
graphs 

• Evaluating water 
management 
schemes 

• Comparing 
strategies for water 
security 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

Rule of law in relation to 
water rights and 
management; individual 
responsibility for water 
conservation; sustainability. 

• Hydrologist 
• Water resource 

manager 

• Civil engineer 

• Science: the water 
cycle 

• Business Studies: the 
water industry 

• Citizenship: 
sustainability 

Geographical Skills Ongoing development of the 
cartographic, graphical, 
numerical and statistical skills 

• OS map skills (grid 
references, scale, 
contours) 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-

Precision and honesty in 
using, presenting and 
interpreting data. 

• GIS analyst 
• Cartographer 

• Maths: statistics 
• Computing: GIS 

software 
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  Embedded 
throughout Paper 1 
and Paper 2 

required across both GCSE 
papers, including OS map skills, 
GIS, and statistical techniques. 

• GIS interpretation 

• Statistical 
techniques (mean, 
median, mode, 
standard deviation) 

• Graph construction 
and interpretation 

style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

• Data analyst 

Fieldwork 
  [Worthing to 
Lancing Beach 
investigation, 
Brighton 
Regeneration 
investigation] 

Students complete two 
required fieldwork enquiries: a 
physical geography 
investigation into coastal 
processes and management 
between Worthing and Lancing 
beach, and a human geography 
investigation into the impacts 
of regeneration in Brighton. 

• Fieldwork data 
collection 
techniques (e.g. 
beach profiling, 
pedestrian counts, 
environmental 
quality surveys) 

• Presenting and 
analysing fieldwork 
data 

• Evaluating enquiry 
methodology 

• Risk assessment 

End of topic assessment 
built around GCSE past 
paper questions or GCSE-
style questions. Skills, 
understanding and 
evaluation assessed. 

How to conduct fieldwork 
legally, safely and morally; 
respect for the public and 
private property while 
undertaking fieldwork. 

• Field surveyor 
• Environmental 

consultant 

• Maths: statistics 
• Science: data 

collection methods 

 


