
Curriculum Map  Subject Geography 

  Year 8 

Aligned to the Geography Learning Journey – Year 8: Crashing Coasts, Development, Crowded Cities, Antarctica, Africa Rising, Geography of Crime. 

Unit Summary Skills Assessment British Values and SMSC Career links Cross-curricular links 

Crashing Coasts 
  [Case Study: 
Worthing beach] 

Students study the processes 
of coastal erosion, 
transportation and deposition, 
and the landforms these 
create. The unit examines why 
Worthing beach is eroding and 
affected by longshore drift  
and how it is managed. 

• Field sketching and 
annotation 

• Describing and 
explaining physical 
processes 

• Interpreting rates of 
erosion data 

• Evaluating 
management 
strategies 

End of topic assessment 
with focus on key 
vocabulary knowledge and 
explanation of key coastal 
processes. 

Rule of law in relation to 
coastal planning and 
property rights; balancing 
community interests against 
environmental and 
economic costs of 
management. 

• Coastal engineer 

• Marine biologist 
• Local council 

planner 

• Science: rock types and 
weathering 

• Maths: interpreting 
rate-of-erosion data 

Development 
  [Case Study: Saudi 
Arabia, Brazil, China] 

Students explore definitions 
and measures of development, 
the causes of the global 
development gap, and 
strategies used to reduce 
inequality, using Nigeria as an 
example of a newly emerging 
economy. 

• Interpreting 
development 
indicators (HDI, GNI) 

• Choropleth map 
reading 

• Comparing data sets 

• Extended writing to 
evaluate strategies 

End of topic assessment 
using GCSE style questions 

Individual liberty and human 
rights in relation to global 
inequality; encourages 
empathy and respect for 
people living in different 
economic circumstances. 

• International aid 
worker 

• Economist 

• Trade policy 
analyst 

• Maths: statistics and 
data handling 

• Citizenship: global 
inequality 

• Business Studies: trade 
and economics 

• History: colonialism 

Crowded Cities 
  [Case Study: Rio de 
Janeiro, Mumbai, 
London] 

Students investigate the 
causes and consequences of 
rapid urbanisation in emerging 
and developing countries, 
including the growth of 
favelas, and evaluate strategies 
used to improve urban life in 
Rio de Janeiro. 

• Land use mapping 

• Analysing urban 
models 

• Evaluating case 
study solutions 

• Comparing places 
over time 

Sustainable cities task. 

End of topic assessment 
with focus on analytical 
skills and GCSE style 
questions. 

Local government and rule 
of law in urban planning; 
consideration of the rights 
and living conditions of 
residents in informal 
settlements. 

• Urban planner 

• Housing officer 

• NGO worker 

• Citizenship: inequality 
and rights 

• History: colonial 
history of South 
America 

• Art: favela architecture 

• Music: musical 
references to slums 

Antarctica 
  [Case Study: 
Antarctica] 

Students study Antarctica as a 
unique extreme environment, 
examining its physical 
characteristics, wildlife 
adaptations, and the 

• Interpreting climate 
data 

• Evaluating 
conservation 
strategies 

Homework task: Should we 
continue to protect 
Antarctica post 2048?  
Oracy based task. 

Rule of law through 
international treaties and 
cooperation; mutual respect 
for shared global resources 
and the environment. 

• Polar researcher 
• Conservation 

scientist 

• Glaciologist 

• Science: adaptation 
and climate 

• History: polar 
exploration (Scott and 
Shackleton) 



Unit Summary Skills Assessment British Values and SMSC Career links Cross-curricular links 

international efforts to protect 
it through the Antarctic Treaty. 

• Extended writing 

• Map and globe skills 
(polar projections) 

End of topic assessment: 
Skills based questions and 
predictions for the future. 

 

Africa Rising 
  [Case Study: Kenya, 
Nigeria, Ethiopia] 

Students challenge common 
misconceptions about Africa by 
exploring the continent's 
economic growth, 
technological innovation and 
increasing global influence, 
using Nigeria, Ethiopia and 
Kenya's growing economies as 
examples. 

• Analysing economic 
data 

• Challenging 
stereotypes using 
evidence 

• Evaluating media 
sources 

• Descriptive and 
persuasive writing 

IDEAL Analysis: To what 
extent is the media 
portrayal of Africa accurate? 

Ed of topic test: skills 
based questions including 
analysis of data sets about 
development 

Mutual respect and 
tolerance; challenging 
stereotypes and prejudice; 
individual liberty in relation 
to economic opportunity. 

• International 
business analyst 

• Journalist 

• Foreign 
investment 
analyst 

• Business Studies: 
emerging markets 

• Citizenship: 
challenging 
stereotypes 

• History: colonialism 
and independence 

Geography of Crime 
  [Case Study: UK 
Cities] 

An introduction to the spatial 
patterns of crime, exploring 
why crime rates vary between 
places and how environmental 
design and policing strategies 
can be used to reduce crime in 
urban areas. 

• Crime data mapping 
(GIS) 

• Identifying spatial 
patterns 

• Evaluating crime 
reduction strategies 

• Interpreting 
statistical data 

Extended answer: to what 
extent is Worthing a safe 
place to live? 

Rule of law and individual 
responsibility; respect for 
community safety and the 
rights of others. 

• Police officer 
• Criminologist 

• Urban designer 

• Citizenship: rule of law 
and justice 

• Maths: statistical crime 
data 

• Sociology: crime and 
society 

 


